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Lynching of the Barber Brothers

The Barber Brothers were captured and
lynched in Iowa in 1883. Governor
Buren Sherman had offered a reward
for the capture and conviction of
William (Bill) and Isaac (Ike) Barber.
The brothers were suspected of
shooting and killing Marion Shepherd,
the Westfield Township constable who ‘
had been deputized by the sheriff of The Barber brothers: William (left) and Isaac (right)
Fayette County to arrest Ike and Bill for stealing a horse and cart.

After the Barber brothers were apprehended and incarcerated, they were
dragged from the jail at Waverly, Iowa, and hanged by a mob of citizens.
Because the brothers were hanged, the reward was not paid to the
individuals who helped in their - ESGEh SNE
capture. The 20th General Assembly & ' R N
passed a bill compensating those
responsible for the capture of the

Barber brothers.

In 1890, the 23rd General Assembly
appropriated $200 to the parents of
George Henry Karsting.* Mr.
Karsting had never collected the

money appropriated by the 20th PAN AR

General Assembly because he was
shot by one of the Barber Brothers while assisting in their arrest and died
soon afterward.
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lowa Laws

Iowa Billbooks Chapter 3

1884.] LAWS OF TWENTIETH GENERAL ABSEMBLY.

.

CHAPTER 3.

REWAED T(Q PERSONS WHO CAPTURED THE BARBER BROTHERS.

A Bill for AN ACT To reward the Persons Who Captured the Bar- g p s
ber Brothers, the Reputed Murders of Marion Shepard.

Waegeas, On the 16th day of September 1889, a reward was Preamble.
offered by the governor of the state for the aﬁrahenniun and
<conviction of the desperadoes, known as the Barber Brothers,
the reputed murderers of Marion Shephard sherifl of Fayette
county, said reward to be paid upon their conviction; and

Waereas, This reward is denied the persons eflecting the
arrest of the said Barber Brothers, on the ground that the
were not judicially convieted, but forcibly taken possession of,
and lynched, by certain unknown persons, at Waverly, Bremer
<county; therefore,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

Szcrion 1. That there be appropriated the sum of one g ge appre-
thousand dollars out of any money in the treasury not other-
wise lppﬂﬁut&d, to be paid in equal proportions to the follow-
ing named persons. August Tegtmeier, Henry C. Pape, J. H. mﬁlﬂ*
Kersting, Henry Tegtmeier, Henry Ruhre, as 8 reward for their '
heroism in the capture of William and Isaac Barber, on the 5th
day of June, 1883.

gc. 2. This act being deemed of immediate importance Publication.

shall take effect and be in force on and after its publication in
the Iowa State Register and the Iowa State Leader, newspapers
published in the state of Iowa.

Approved, February 21, 1884,

I hereby certify that the mmﬁ act was published in the Iowa
State r and fowa State s uhruag , 1854,
J.A.T. HULL, Secretary of Staie.


https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/iactc/20.1/CH0003.pdf
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BER BROTHERS.

peacs officers, and

died, and _

“18  lars, therefore,

#  appropriated.

By JOHNSTON or Brenz, |

FOR AN ACT APPRCIPRIATING MONEY TO THE DEPENDENT PARENTS OF GEORGE
HENRY KRESTING, MORTALLY WOUNDED IN ASSISTING TO ARREST THE BAR-

WHaEREAS, o or about ‘ITur;e 3, 1583, George Henry Kresting, in Bremer county, mluﬁ‘teéred
2 tb ‘nagist in the arrest of two desperadoes known as Barber bmtherf.s. who were fleeing from
4 WaEREAS, when asgisting in the arrest of the sa.i?u:] Barbers, George H, Kresting was shot.
] hj’ a pistol bullet fired by one of the Barbers, from the effect of which he soon afterward
: : : ;

7 WrggEAs, said (George Henry Kresting was at the time of his death the only son and the

* B support of his parents, who were then aged and needy, and who were largely Hllpburtc:] by -

= 9 said son who was single and vesided with his parents, and

10 WaEeREaAs, said parents are now aged and disabled, and

11 Wuergas, the 20th general assembly appropriated to each of the other persons who were

12 disabled in assisting in the capture of the said Barber brothers, the sum of two hundred dol-

L]

" Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Siate of Towa:

Broriow 1, That there be appropriated to J, H. Kresting, father of the said George H. -

2 Kresting, the sum of two hundred dollars, out of any money in the t—reasﬁr_v not otherwise

[HOUSE FILE No, 400—APPROPRIATIONS,

A BILL



https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/shelves/billbooks/23GA/HF%200400.pdf
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Newspapers

The Jowa State Register.

The Iowa State Register (Des Moines, Polk County, Iowa)
Wednesday, June 6, 1883 - Page 2

. THE CHASE.
HE MURDEROGUS BARBERS.
& to the State Regtater,

WAVERLY, June 5.—-On Sunday afternocon last
two boys discoversd Isasc and Willlam, the
murderers of Marion Shepherd, of Fayette, in a
sobhool bouse near Sumner in HBremer county.

They informed Deputy Sherif A.
H. Jarvis of the fact, and In ocom-
and

bushes to awalt the return of the outiaws, who
soon appeared and were about to pass with-
n & few feet, when Jarvis balled them.
They were armed with revolvers, and immed:-
stely opened fire and Sher!® Jarvis returned it
The sheriff recwived an ugly wound in the
shoulder, but the Barbers made good Lhelr es-
cape. One of the sherifl ‘s posse, at a distance
of , rods, fired soveral shots from & re
peating rifie, but apparently without effect. Wil-
son was guarded Sunday by armed citizens
and on Monday mornlag completely surrounded
and red by three or four hundred armed

, the whole country taking part o the chase,
but outlaws were not to be found, and st
this writing, Tuesday, ¥ r. M, the Indications are
that they will not be caught. Deputy Jarviy
wound will not prove fatal.
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Progress Review (La Porte City, Black Hawk County, Iowa)
Thursday, June 14, 1883 - Page 4

J0B YEXGEANCE.

The Barber Erothers Taken from Jall st
Ynrverly. fows, and Hanged—They Mect
thelr Fate Fearlessly.

Tit BAEKEEER DOTS LYSCOED.
WAVEZHLY, ]2, Junc®.
Ti e Barber brothers nere taken from jall
Friday n s.t by a iab of aboul one rundred
peop & 20 bazerl  The particulars of the
affair are zs "o'lons A larze number of
pe—soni conzrezated 2vound the jai at ao
¢arly hour in lhe e.ening, zad a mob was
talbed of o 2itsules. At aboutninea’elock
aen 2ppiared Witha rope,fojlowed by about
twotundred people, and demanded the deliv-
ery of e tno Darbers The Shenf was ob-
durate. i tlen procecded W the
door of the coLn-rouse. and smashing it in
were «onn iLs'de. There mere now 1wo
doos betaeen the outlans and tne mob,

w' 0 tmmemliaien procered a crowbar and

gledge and cotnrenced operations upon the

aAe a v

doors, 1t 1whing over  two  hours
for them o pger 2t the Bar-
be~s  After break ng the doors down the
despesadoes were taken through the hall
to the sture one of them being dragged part
of tLe wav down tle Jonz stairway. After
geiting intn the sireet tne Barbers were 2l-
lowed to male a confessan. Bul Barber
s2id he nad never Xilled a man untl last
{all: that tnex ban been accusezl of Filhing
sesen rren in Hlinols. He said this was
false Ihe Burper smd he had no hand
in Lilling Siepherd last fall, that he
had never balled 2 man nor assisted 1 doing
50 until the past week. The desperadoes
appeared to have plenty of pnt, although
Bill shied a few fears, They comversed in a
strong vo ¢¢, and did not expect or ask Tor
gympathy. The Jeader of the mob was
capivred by the Shend. ‘The county ofli-
cers did the best thet could {o protect the
prsoners, but it was of no avail.
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The Perry Maily Chicf.

The Perry Daily Chief (Perry, Dallas County, Iowa)
Friday, June 15, 1883 - Page 2

e i & ——
IJ\ .\C“ [J;\\"‘ _\(1‘ ,\L\', [f an or ter can be obtalndd from the Govers
nor they will be taken to the Apawmosa Penl-
) tentiary for rafe kecplng
Barber Brothers Keturned from At 1l o'c’och to-ulchit word comes that the
i mob at Waverly 15 attacking the jall win
Independence to Waverlv. crowb irs, pichaxes and 21l winds of weapona,

— trylug to dffect an entrance  If the mnb gots
. . ! ho.d of the Burberathey wil bestrung up at
Taken from the Jail by a Mob | |short n-tice. e
ul“l ][]l“!:o TUL LATEST=—M! NG Y L NOD
i - Duriqry, Jane S —The “Herald's" specia)
rom Wuaverly says Lhe Barber boys were tahen
The Lynchers Led by a Brolher of the from Jalt by ameh at 11 31 to-night anl bhurg
Murdered Marlon Shepherd. to a tree, half a mile cast of the jail  Jhemb
was composed of men from Fayctte county,
atd were [t d by a brother of Marnou Shopherd,
whom 1the Barbers hi'led Jast fatt.  Tue sberift
refuse Lty give up tue hevs, and the mob bat-
tercd down the doors with sl e hammers,and
after s hoet delay brought the celinfusls out
with & ripe around thelr nechs. Toe boys did
not fl.uch a2 particle, and ¢ @ no. even plead
for mescy Guner the shole ordeal

Main newspaper text:
If an order can be obtained from the Governor, they will be taken to the Anamosa Penitentiary for safe keeping.

At 110o’clock to-night word comes that the mob at Waverly is attacking the jail with crowbars, pickaxes and all
kinds of weapons, trying to effect an entrance. If the mob gets hold of the Barbers, they will be strung up at short
notice.

The Latest — Hung by a Mob
Dubuque, June 8 — The “Herald’s” special from Waverly says the Barber boys were taken from jail by a mob at
11:30 to-night and hung to a tree, half mile east of the jail. The mob was composed of men from Fayette county,
and were led by a brother of Marion Shepherd, whom the Barbers killed last fall. The sheriff refused to give up the
keys, and the mob battered down the doors with sledge hammers, and after a short delay brought the criminals out
with a rope around their necks. The boys did not flinch a particle and did not even plead for mercy during the whole
ordeal.

Main Article: Annals of Iowa

*In House File 400, the spelling of this name is listed as “Kresting.” In the Iowa Code, it is
listed as “Kersting.” In the article published in the Annals of Iowa, it is spelled “Karsting.”


https://ir.uiowa.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=7864&context=annals-of-iowa

